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army, which threatened immediate ruin to him who should
refuse his consent. The emperour thus chosen, was like-
wise afterwards recognised by the same powers, upon the
same motives, and the aid was granted as the votes were
given by the influence of the armies of France.

For this reason, my lords, the queen of Hungary still
refuses to give the elector of Bavaria the style and honours
which belong to the imperial dignity; she considers the
throne as still vacant, and requires that it should be filled
by an uninfluenced election.

It has been observed, my lords, that his majesty gave
his vote to the elector of Bavaria; and it has been, there-
fore, represented as an inconsistency in his conduct, that
he should make war against him. But, my lords, it will
by no means follow, that because he voted for him he
thinks him lawfully elected, nor that it is unjust to dispos-
sess him; though it is to be observed, that we are not
making war to dethrone the emperour, however elected,
but to support the Pragmatick sanction.

This observation, though somewhat foreign from the
present debate, I have thought it not improper to lay he-
fore your lordships, that no scruples might remain in the
most delicate and scrupulous, and to show that the mea-
sures of his majesty cannot be justly charged with in-
consistency.

But this, my lords, is not the only, nor the greatest ,be-
nefit which the queen of Hungary has received from these
troops; for it is highly probable, that the states will be in-
duced to concur in the common cause, when they find that
they are not incited to a mock confederacy, when they
perceive that we really intend to act vigorously, that we
decline neither expense nor danger, and that a compliance
with our demands will not expose them to stand alone and
unassisted against the power of France, elated by success,
and exasperated by opposition.

If this, my lords, - should be the consequence of our
measures, and this consequence is, perhaps, not far distant,
it will no longer be, I hope, asserted, that these merce-
naries are an useless burden to the nation, that they are of
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